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Summary box
What are the new findings?
	The smartphone is the most cost effective, user friendly and practical device to deploy at scale for non-augmented reality virtual ward rounds and for teaching students compared to other currently available smart devices.

	The smartphone can be used to securely stream two-way video and audio for patient interaction including live sharing and scrolling of radiology images, letters and pathology results through the NHS approved Microsoft teams platform.

	The smartphone can be used for staff in isolation or shielding to participate in virtual ward rounds and support front line staff with clinical advice and administrative support if required. Students who are on remote sites or shielding can also continue learning.




Summary box
How might it impact on healthcare in the future?
	The use of a smartphone with a ward round team (WRT) and office-based team (OBT) will help improve ward round efficiency as the OBT can perform administrative and support duties whilst the ward-based team focus on direct non-administrative patient focussed care.

	Students as well as other staff being able to see Picture Archiving and Communications System (PACS) images and results streamed from the OBT while they are on ward rounds may help improve learning through real-time interaction with the OBT.

	The widespread adoption of an OBT and ward-round team model will reduce the number of staff required to be physically on the ward potentially reducing the rate of hospital acquired nosocomial infections as well as transmission of COVID-19. It will mean less staff are needed to review a patient with COVID-19 or other patients in isolation as the rest of the team can be based remotely decreasing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) requirements and improving both patient and staff safety.




Introduction
There have been exponential increases in telemedicine, 1 2 mobile health platforms(mhealth)3–5 and virtual clinics during the COVID-19 pandemic. 6 Up to 87% of doctors routinely use their smartphones for work-related … 
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